Mr. MULLEN. I agree.

Mr. SMITH. That is what is even worse.

Mr. MULLEN. I agree.

Mr. SMITH. I am sorry I wasn't able to be here for all of this
hearing. I had a Small Business development bill that is very im-
portant, and I had to be there when we reported that bill out of the
committee. I don't want to repeat questions that were already
asked. Thank you very much,

Mr. MULLEN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

DISPOSAL OF SEIZED DRUGS

Mr. DWYER. Mr. Early.

Mr. EARLY. Thank you, Mr. Dwyer.

I want to repeat what Chairman Smith just said. I don't want to
repeat any questions that have been asked. I had a Health and
Human Services meeting. I understand you discussed the reduction
of $103,000 for State and local training programs. Will you have an
adequate amount of money for the State and local law enforcement
offices to guard and dispose of narcotics seized; in your opinion?

Mr. MULLEN. For the most part, seized narcotics are turned over
to DEA for examination in the laboratories, and for security, and
for disposal, and we do have adequate funding for that now. It is a
problem for us, because we find we are seizing more and more
drugs. We seized more cocaine, more heroin in 1983 than in 1982,
more than ever before, and we are trying to work out a program
with the Department of Justice enabling us to dispose of those
drugs early, perhaps keep a representative sample for trial, rather
than the whole load.

The only drug on which we have reached an agreement with the
Department of Justice and can destroy relatively quickly is mari-
juana, because it is so bulky. But we are keeping substantial
amounts of cocaine and heroin, which we would rather destroy. It
is a problem area for us, but we are in the process of negotiating
another agreement with the Department with regard to the destuc-
tion of cocaine and heroin.

NEW BEDFORD-FALL RIVER SEIZURES

Mr, EARLY. We recently had, in the New Bedford-Fall River area
of Massachusetts, seizures on ships which had many tons of mari-
juana. Was that turned over to DBA?

Mr. MULLEN. To DEA, yes, it was,

Mr, EARLY. Because they had a problem the year before which
we spoke of in the committee meeting last year. They are a little
town and they didn't have the money. Your people were going to
work with the local officials. Do you know if that relationship has
gotten any better in Massachusetts?

Mr. MULLEN. I will have to get back to you on that specific area.
The Fall River-New Bedford area?

Mr. EARLY. Yes.

Mr. MULLEN. Overall, the relationship with Massachusetts is out-
standing. There is a joint task force, for example, out on Cape Cod
to conduct interdiction investigations which includes the FBI and
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